


most cyverse; I;tg.sjor flora. &
and fatifa With oné OFthe £
continent's est r gserved ..
natural enviroRments.
Having vast areas of pris-
tine countryside constitutes
a major advantage for Slov-
enian tourism, allowing Its
development potential to
be heavily oriented towards
visitor’s desires for peaceful
-~ relaxation at close proxim-
-z __.|ty to the natd ra1 world.
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For a relatively small area, Slovenia o ers a unigue mosaic of biological, geographical and cultural diversity,
with dozens of major natural assets and items of significant European cultural heritage. Around 12,6%
of Slovenia’s territory is cover by protected natural areas, 36% of the territory is protected under Natura
2000, and almost 15,000 aspects of the country’s nature have been awarded the status “valuable natural
feature”.

By managing our country’s resources carefully we ensure that nature’s treasures are preserved for future
generations, that local population development is planned responsibly, and that all economic development
IS sustainable.



Skocjanski zatok nature reserve is the perfect
choice for anyone wanting to experience the
rich biodiversity of Mediterranean wetlands
in a relatively small space. Walking on the
education trail, visitors will learn all about
the flora and fauna of the reserve, with its
many rare and endangered species. e ani-
mal aspect of the area is complemented by
Camargue’s horses and indigenous Istrian
cattle which graze and thus provide a bal-
ance of vegetation in the freshwater part of
the nature reserve. e reserve manager or-
ganizes expert guided tours, nature days and
guided trips for visitors with special interests
or requirements.  ese take place on the cir-
cular education trail in the freshwater part of
the reserve.

WORTH SEEING

* Learn about the brackish lagoon with its
nesting islets, semi-saline water holes and
mudflats where di erent types of halo-
phytes (i.e. salt-water plants) grow.

* View the freshwater marsh with its grass-
lands and open water areas, surrounded by
reeds and thermophilic shrubs.

» Spot numerous birds: the reserve is the
habitat for an estimated 225 bird species,
of which around 50 nest there — it is also
a very significant wintering and migratory
resting site within Europe.

Black-winged stilt

e circular education trail, 2.2 km long, leads
along the edge of the freshwater part of the re-
serve at BertoSka bonifika and expands at five
key points into observation sites, set-up with
educational content about the plant and ani-
mal world in Skocjanski zatok. Along the trail
there are water holes set-up of various shapes
and sizes allowing visitors to experience nature
from up close. All access points, and the educa-
tion trail itself, have been designed to accom-
modate those with disabilities.

REGULAR ANNUAL EVENTS

2 February: Guided tour of the reserve on
World Wetlands Day.

March: Children’s painting on Day of Waters.

April: Beginning of nesting period. With some
basic knowledge, it will be easy to recognize the
singing of the nightingale, the blackcap and Ce-
tti’s warbler from the bushes along the circular
education trail, as well as the tireless song of
the great and Eurasian reed warblers. On the
islets of the lagoon part of the reserve, you will
see colonies of nesting black-winged stilts and
common terns.

24 May: European Day of Parks, all visitors
receive free information materials about the
reserve.

August/September: During this period flocks
of several hundred great egrets, little egrets

Sea lavender

Semi-saline lagoon
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and grey herons are readily observable in the
tamarix trees.

First weekend in October: European Bird-
watching Day.

November: Arrival of first large flocks of over-
wintering water fowl to the reserve area.

December/February: In this period, the
number of overwintering water fowl increases
day by day and reaches its peak at the begin-
ning of February. After that, their numbers
start to gradually diminish as the first flocks of
winter visitors begin to move to their northern
nesting sites. During this period, the most nu-
merous species are gulls (Caspian, black-head-
ed and common), Eurasian curlew, greenshank,
common sandpiper, grebe, ducks and geese.

After the new information centre is opened,
which is expected to happen in 2012, the pro-
gram of events in Skocjanski zatok nature re-
serve will expand significantly.

Birdwatching

RESERVE ACCESS
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View of Radenska polje

is 4.5 km long karst polje surrounded by wooded slopes, 1.2 km at its wid-
est and 400 m at its narrowest, is host to three separate sinking river systems.
After heavy rain a genuine lake forms which then disappears after a few weeks.
Kopanj, the 392m-high inselberg in the middle of the karst polje, is the most
beautiful example of its type in Slovenia.

Information o ce: Center Grajski vrt BoStanj
Veliko Mlagevo 59, SI - 1290 Grosuplje; phone: +386
(0) 40 655 795, +386 (0) 40 655 796, +386 (0) 40 655
797; email: info@radenskopolje.si,

website: www.radenskopolje.si, www.grajski-vrt.si

ere is no charge to enter the park.

*establishment under way

Picturesque karst plain where waters disappear

RADENSKO POLJE
LANDSCAPE PARK*
Into the mysterious underground

ABOUT RADENSKO POLJE

Location:
Surface area:

Establishment of the park:

Natural significance:
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Radensko polje is a natural and cultural
gem that o ers visitors a mixture of natural
and cultural heritage as well as traditions
and customs unique to the particular area.
Radensko polje is perfectly suited to various
forms of recreation such as walking, hiking,
running, cycling and horse-riding.

WORTH SEEING

A wealth of karst phenomena in a relatively
small area: karst springs, inflow caves, an
intermittent lake, estavelles functioning as
springs during the rainy period and as swal-
low holes in dry periods.

* Diverse habitat types including wet grass-
lands, watercourses, underground caves
etc.

* A hugely varied plant and animal ecosystem
due to the constantly changing water habi-
tat.

* Castle ruins on BoStanj hill, St. Mary’s church
on the Kopanj inselberg, traces of a Bronze
Age dwelling discovered in the Virsnica cave.

Below are the marked park trails that allow visi-
tors to discover many points of interest.

* Blagaj trail; circular trail from Center Grajski
vrt BoStanj past BoStanj castle remains (30
minutes).

* Trail from Grajski vrt BoStanj — Veliko retje
— Zagradec — Beznica — Srednjice — Mocilo
— Novljanovo retje and back (3 hours).

* Velika Racna and Kopanj (1 hour).

« Circular trail Velika Ratna — Sica spring
— Mala Racna — ZatoCna cave — Lazar cave
—VirSnica — Velika Ratna (2 hours).

High water at Radensko polje

View of estavelles
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REGULAR ANNUAL EVENTS

February: PreSeren hike from Grosuplje to Ko-
panje, learning to prune fruit trees.

March: Spring rescue of amphibians on the
Mlagevo — Velika Racna section of the regional
road.

April: Traditional Easter fair at BoStanj, annual
practical basket making course (spring part).

May: Spring hike on Radensko polje (takes
place on the Saturday closest to May 24, Euro-
pean Day of Parks), learning to recognize and
use medicinal herbs (spring part).

September: Learning to recognize and use me-
dicinal herbs (autumn part).

Oktober: Annual practical basket making
course (autumn part).

November: Autumn hike on Radensko polje.
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Siberian iris

ACCESS TO RADENSKO POLJE




KAMNIK AND SAVINJA
ALPS REGIONAL PARK*

Where steep mountain peaksascend to the sky

ABOUT KAMNIK AND SAVINJA ALPS

Location:

e central part of the Kamnik and Savinja Alps is home to a park full of steep
rock faces, vast forests, mysterious valleys, playful brooks and waterfalls flow- Surface area:
ing into crystal clear rivers; all in all a real treasure for lovers of the wilderness.
Complementing nature is a strong social heritage of farmers, foresters, herds- Establishmentoftheipank:
men and mountaineers; many of whose activities are still practiced today using
traditional methods.

) : ) . ) Natural significance:
Logarska dolina Info Point: Kamnik Tourist Information Center:

Logarska dolina 9, SI - 3335 Sol¢ava; phone: +386 Glavni trg 2, SI - 1240 Kamnik; phone: +386 (0)1 831
(0)3 83890 04, +386 (0)41 467 122 81 91, +386 (0)31 694 134; email: info@ksa.si, web-
site: www.ksa.si

ere is no charge to enter the park.

*establishment under way

KAMNKOSAVINISKE



Apart from preserving the natural and cul-
tural landscape, the Kamnik and Savinja Alps
are a space for research, education, leisure
and, above all, experiencing nature. Kam-
nik and Savinja Alps authorities enable visi-
tors to learn the park through a number of
leaflets and other information accessible at
two info points, via marked thematic trails
and through guided tours. e future park
will eventually also contain the existing land-
scape parks Logarska Dolina and Robanov
Kot, with all their characteristics and events,
detailed earlier in this brochure.

WORTH SEEING

* Visit the Alpine world with its 2000m-plus
mountains such as Grinatvec, Ko¢na, Skuta,
Storzi¢, Ojstrica, Raduha and others. Ex-
pect to see high mountain karst, subalpine
plains, natural windows and bridges and
scree from the geological point of view. Itis
also the habitat of much mountain wildlife
including chamois, Alpine ibex, golden ea-
gles, and indigenous plant species, includ-
ing Julian mouse-ear chickweed and Kern-
er’s Alpine poppy.

« Visit glacial valleys such as Logarska dolina
and Robanov kot in Sol¢avsko, and Raven-
ska and Makekova kocna in Jezersko.

« Visit the river valleys of Kamniska Bistrica
with its spring and Predaselj gorge, valleys

of Kokra, Savinja with its spring, and Bela,
which are accessible via various thematic
footpaths.

« Visit waterfalls: Rinka in Logarska dolina,
Cedec in Jezersko and Orglice in Kamniska
Bistrica.

* Explore the underground world with Snezna
cave on the southern slope of Raduha.

» Tramp through traditional pasture meadows,
the best known of which is Velika planina.

» Witness religious heritage with the two
Gothic churches of St. Primus above Stahovi-
ca and Mary of the Snows in Solcava.

REGULAR ANNUAL EVENTS
March: Skiing in the old Cup Sinkel at Velika
planina.

April: Arni¢ev winter hike to Raduha.

May: Festival of music and joy, Preddvor.
June: Medieval days in Kamnik, music festival
in at Jezersko »VOX LACI — glas jezera; Fair in
Kokra; Second weekend of June — Alps biking
marathon.

July: Luce day in Luce, hike to Molicka pec,
Tourism days in Sol¢avsko.

August: Shepherds’ Ball in Jezersko, shep-
herd’s feast on the Velika planina, farm holiday
under StorZic.
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September: Days of national costumes in Kam-
nik — second weekend.

Velika planina

ACCESS
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URBAN URBANE

The architecture of the famed
Plecnik spread all over the capital
city of Ljubljana.
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THE WISHING BELL

Fascinating Lake Bled with its
island, where you can ring the bell
at the church and make a wish.

DEEP FOREST
The magical Kocevje virgin forest,
our preserved natural heritage.

CULT CULTURE

The creative crossroads of the
European Alps, the Mediterranean
and the Pannonian Plain.

O HOTTEST

FACTS

Come and take a closer look.

UNBERGROUND, OVERGROUND
The unique Karst landscape
stretches over approximately 500
square Kilometres.

P TUEE

GOOBDWATER
Numerous thermal-water springs
reaching the surface at 32-73°C
are one of the greatest Slovenian
treasures.

The Avsenik Brothers established
a new kind of folk music by
combining piano accordion,
trumpet, clarinet, bass and guitar.

MYSTIC MEDITERRANEAN

The famous veduta of Piran, this
medieval pearl, gives a memorable
seaside view.

GREAT-GREAT-GRANDVINE
The oldest vine in the world, the
400-year-old vine in Maribor.

HOT LINKS

General:
www.slovenia.info/lovebooking

www.slovenia.info/lovemap
www.slovenia.info/loveevents
www.slovenia.info/loveshop
www.slovenia.info/lovepublications
www.slovenia.info/lovegreen
Business:
www.slovenia.info/loveboard
www.slovenia.info/lovepress
www.slovenia.info/lovephoto




SLOVENIA GREEN

Slovenia swears by sustainable development. Respect for the environment and nature is cen-
tral to all our actions as a nation and we constantly looking to preserve the specific natural
features of di erent locations. Join us in being green and help us keep our beautiful country
unspoiled.

e Slovenian Tourist Board (STO) is committed to green action. e “SLOVENIA GREEN”
project is designed to promote our country and to encourage awareness and participation in
environmentally friendly activities.

GREEN FACTS

Slovenia is a small country blessed with beautiful unspoiled nature which is appreciated by residents and tour-
ists alike. Natural conditions are a prerequisite for developing green, responsible tourism.

» With about 60% in forested areas, Slovenia is proportionately the second most forested nation in Europe.

» More than 35% of Slovenia’s territory is part of the Natura 2000 network.

» One fifth of Slovenian coast is a protected area.

» Sloveniais also a land of water. It ranks among the states with the highest volumes of river water per in-
habitant in Europe and its drinking water in Slovenia some of the cleanest on the continent.

 Slovenian flora and fauna is hugely diverse and with over 22,000 species among the richest in Europe

» Just 60km from the capital Ljubljana exist virgin forests.
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